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MOVING FRUITS
AND VEGETABLES

10 THE MARKE

Wholesale Distribution of Com-
modities Often Seems to
Take Circuitous Route.

Economic Conditions Do Not Court
Market Parasites—Consumers De-
mand More Elaborate and
Efficient Service—~Problem
Is Difficult One.

(Prepared by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture,)

Washington, D. C.—The present
Abundance of frosh vegetables and
frults brings with it the perennial
necessity for their rapid, economical
distribution and for encouraging a
generous and steady consumption.
The machinery for moving these food
products is complex, and retall gro-
pers are often accused of not follow-
Ing closely the wholesale market quo-
tations; that in times of glutted mar-
kets they do not cut prices severely
and ald in a rapld movement from
producer to consumer. But the re
sponsibility for slow and uneconomiec
movement into consumptive channels
Is difficult to trace. The large class
of food distributors known as “mid-
dlemen"” are often accused of levying,
arbitrarily, a heavy tribute on all food-
stuffa passing from the producer to
the consumer., The attention of the
public has been frequently directed
to increased costs of products rathor
than service rendered. The new
United Btates Department of Agricul-
ture Bulletin, No. 267, "Methods of
Wholesale Distribution of Fruits and
Vegetables on Large Markets,” does
not indlet the “middlemen’ as a clans,
although it points out some of the
abuses In the trade. As n matter of
fact, snys the department’'s special-
Ists, when discussing the present mar-
keting organization, economic laws
would not permit the long-continued
existence of a marketing agency which
was golely a parasite,

Production Increases.

Several important factors have con-
tributed to the establishment of many
middlemen as necessary agents in the
present system of marketing. Pro-
fuction during the last decade has in-

crehsed greatly, and improved meth-
ods and facitities for handling the in.
creade have been Introduced. Koep-

Ing pace with Increased production
has come the demand of consumers
for more elaborate and ofclent serv-
lce. Seldom (s the fact considered
that service can become a very ex-
pensive luxury, With the widening of
the distance betwoen the city and the
sources of Its frult and vegetable sup-
pliea thers bas arlsen the necessity
for special agencies to meet the
changed conditions.

The present distributive machinery,
with all its strong points and its weak-
nesses, has been created of necessity,
and it has woeathered the storm of
much adverse criticlam, Every part
of the country (s now enjoying the
perishable products of the most re
mote districts. Any readjustment of
present market practices must be
based upon the fuct that some agency
must contlnue to perform the fune
tions of the presentday middleman

The problems involved In handling
goods through a large market differ
greatly from those of production. Us
ually one man or one firm cannot han-
dle both production and distribution
nnd succeed at both,
ume of business transacted .ut large
market centers makes necessary some
upocinl agencies which can devote all
thelr energles to distribution. Eape-
clally does the machinery for efficient
marketing become necessary when
perishable goods are to be handled.
Commodities of this wort must be
moved rapidly, must bhe distributed
evenly, and from thelr nature permit
of no weakness In distributive ma.
chinery, if they are to be sold at a
profit.

Causes of Losses and Wastes.

With the perisbable nature of a

large part of the frults and vegetables

L e msaey e (0 A

The vast vol. |

- - —

1
mnarketed there must be some loss

Thie often totals higher than the
farmer realizes, For instance, accord
[ Ing to the departmeoent’'s market spe-
|'l|n|!nlh, the loss on such commoditios
| na strawhberrles, peaches and grapes
somoetimes amounis to 20 or 40 per
cont bofore they reach the hands of
the retafl trade. Losscs due to spoll-
ing may bhe the result of the shipper s
sending overripe or diseased fruit, or
falling to give proper attention o
packing, to loadlug, or to bracing the
prekages In the ear. Sometimes (he
raliroad I8 at fault. Delay in transit,
improper ventllatlon or refrigeration,
or unnoecessarily rough handling of
cars may contribute to rapid deteriora-
tion of the shipment on arrival

The lack of proper refrigeration fa-
cilities at distributing centers 8 a
cause of much loss. When produce
moves slowly, thers In often much
apollage before complete sales can be
made. Rough handling during unload-
ing or carting is another Important
canse of loss. As a matler of faet,
the opportunities for losses due to the
spolling of commodities are so manl-
fold that It is Impossible to enter nto
a complete discussion of them

It is always well to benr In mind
the really serlous side of losses aud
wastes, The spolling of a dozen can-
taloupes, a basket of grapes, or a
crate of strawberries represents an
absolute loss to the community, No
benefit accrues to producer, distribu-
tor, or consumer from such a condi-
tlon. The loss occurring at this point
must be borne by both producer and
consumer, and in a great many cascs
the distributor must bear his part of
the burden. The department's ape-
clalists think In many cases losses
and wastes are entirely too heavy a
tax on food distribution and that the
elimination of unnecessary wastes
would do as much toward effecting
permanent, substantial economies in
marketing and distribution as any re.
adjustment of present marketing
methods could do.

Losses Can Be Avolded,

The fact that a large percentuge of
these losses can be avoided by proper
grading, packing, and shipping, to-
gether with prompt, efMclent handling
while the goods are in process of dis-
tribution, makes It |mperative that
this subjeet be given specinl cansid-
eration by those Interested in the ef-
flclent marketing of farm crops,

A better understanding by the farm-
or of the complex marketing machin:
ery would enable him to intelllgently
choose between the many channels
through which his fruits and vega.
tables might be marketed. The new
bulletin alms to make clear to the lay-
man the rather intricate machinery of
the market and deals with methods
of recoiving, Inspection, rejections
terminal distribution and sales meth-
ods, the broker, auction sales, carlot
wholesalers, commission merchants,
Jobbing sales, public markets, etc.

EUGENIC BABY PERFECT

WANT TARFF BOAR

League -Is Formed to Make Na-
tion-Wide Campaign.

“"Take Tarif! Out of Politics” Is
Slogan Under Which Leading Men
of the United States Have
United.

Chicago.—"Take the tariff out of
polities and put (t©n a business basis"
I8 the slogan of a natlon-wide cam
palgn to be undertaken by an organi
#ation formed in Chicagn to urge the
estonblishment of & pe*muanent nop-
partlsan  tariff  commission. Many
lending men in the United States have
Eone on record as approving the plan
land are directly intérested in the

movament.
| The Tariff Commission league, Just
J. farmed In Chicago, and now in procesa
lof detalled organization, will bs the
| medium through which the fight will
b made to arouse the American pub-
lie—the business world, the agricul-
tural world, the lubor world—to bring
such pressure to bear upon congress
that the propoged tariff commission
will be created.

James J, HIll has agreed to take the
chairmanship of the advisory commit-
tee of thirty members, which will pass
upon all general matters of policy and
action, and which is now being formed.

On Mr. Hill's advisory commitiee it
is intended to have prominent repre-
sentatives of agriculture, labor, manu-
facturing, trade and commerce, higher
education, as well as experts on eco
nomies and publie officlals

Warren 8. Stone of Cleveland, grand
chief of the International Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers. has accepted
an invitation to serve on the advisory
commitiee, as one of the representa-
tives of labor. Another member of the
advigory committee s Mrs. Samuel
B, Bneath of TiMn, Ohio, fArst vice
president of the National Federation
of Women's Clubs, and a recent add)
tion is Miss Jane Addams of Chicago
Representing agriculture on that com
mittee are: F, D Coburn of Kansas,
the "Father of Alfalla.” who for twen
ty years has been secretary of the
Kansas department of agriculture; ex
Governor W, D. Hourd of Wlisconsin,
who has been called the father of Lhe
dalry Industry of the West, and A, P
Grout of linols, one of the chief farm.
ers of that part of the country and
president of the Nationul Alfalfa Grow-
ers’ assoclation  The composition of
the remainder of the committee will
be determined shortly. Johno J, Mitch
ell, pregident of the 1linols Trust and
Savings bank, s treasurer of the
league. G, 8, Wood, a wellknown
newspaper man of Chicago, 1s assist
ant to the president.

The president of the Tariff Commie
slon league, and the man who will be
] In direct and anctive charge of the cum
palgn for the arousing of public sent)
| ment, 18 Howard H

Gross of Chicago
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Demands of Wisconsin Woman A
Considered In Court at
Milwaukee,

Milwaukee, Wis—Woman and le

clothes wuas the subject of a disces
alon In the District Court when George
Gruenewanld, wealthy farmer, was ur
rulgned on fhe charge of abandoning
his wife and children

Mrs, Gruenewald admitted her bus
band furnished her with an aptodmn
home. "But he will pot give moe
money for clothes,” she said i

doesn’'t glve me more than $20 & you

to dress with,” Gruepewald's mtio

The first eugenic baby 18 perfeot
and thriving. The baby s the daugh.
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Qenjamin K. Bell
and bag been named Helen Ellzabeth.
She was elght and onehalf pounds at
birth and has gained steadily half a
pound n week, Bhe sloeps in the open
and Is fed with a combination of artif).
clal and natural food. Her mother
I8 seen holding her In the ploture.

United States last year.

More than $5.000,000,000 for luxuries
was the record of expendltures (o the |

ney demanded to know how much was
raquired. The court lofi the gquestion
to Assistant District Attorney
van

‘I should way,
she could properiy
woeek."

“That sn't enough,”
wald asserted. 1 need $0 a weok
| Gruenewanld agreed to pay $3.50, His
wife agreed that the abandonmont
cause be dismissed

Sul

sald Sullivan, “that
dress on §1.050 o

Mrs, Gruens

Jamestown, Ky Andrew Koford
| aged seventy-one years, was ~aught
under w thorn apple tree which hoe
| telled on his farm near bhere The
| thorns gripped his clothing and pre
vented his escaps while the tree slow
|1y erushed ont his lfe
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IMPROVE ROADS IN ILLINOIS

Expected That State Will SBpent
Nearly $200,000,000 for Better High-
ways in Next Few Years.

By H. A. JETFRIES, Member of Hliinoh
Good Roads Association,)

Nlinols has been one of the lasl
states to take ujp seriously the prob-
lem of Improving Its roads, bu. now it
3 going into it with a determination
lo make big advancement In a short
lime, A commission of linolg road
snthusinasts has been tlouring the
}.'nll'ﬁ_ inspecting roads and investh

pating the methods of road bullding,
| It {8 expected that the state will apend
in the next few yonra nearly $200,000,
000 for good roads, and necessarily
ur people want to get the best roads
possible,

The question of whether there shall
be macadam roads, brick roads or con
erete ronds I8 one to be determined
Many of the new roads are of mac
adam eonstruction, and there has been
i lot of sentiment for the brick high-
ways. Concrete roads have been ob-
jected to-largely because of the great
cost of construction. It costs £14,000
1 mlile for an 18foat concrete road,
and this initial outlay is so great that
it ordinarily scares any community.
The advantage of the concrete road,
however, lies in the small cost of
maintenance.

The expense of keeplng up a con-
erete road, it Is said, Is less than $30
& year per mile, with the experience
of New York, Massachusetts, New Jer-
ey and Pennsylvanin shows that It
costs $800 a mile to maintain mac
adum and brick roads.

It makes no difference what kind of
ronstruction, so long as we get im-
proved roads. and we ean well afford
later on to change the style of road
I wa get a first-class highway across
the continent, which, 1 belleve, “will
bs accomplished in the next ten
YEars,

FINE ROADS ATTRACT TRADE

Pedestrians Go Around Bad Streets to
Reach Shops on Good Highways
~—Add to Realty Value.

(By L. K. COOPER)

It would seem that in this late day
and age advocating good roads as good
for mankind generally and business
particularly would be unnecessary.

Good roads mean good business.
Have you ever noticed that in towns
immediately after a street has been
paved or resurfaced. pedestrians and
vehicles begin to multiply on those
roads?

It does not take long before every-
body, it seems, knows of the newly
paved streeta and many go out of the
way to travel them. Last summer the
pavement on & street near my home
was torn up for repatching. The con.
tractors were so long In even attempt-
Ing to get started on the work that
merchants along the street staried
sult against the city for business they
knew they had lost because the street
was impassable,

If good streets—and street is only
another name for roand—mean so much
to the city business man, it is to be
supposed they are just as valuable an
asset to the business man or the farm-
er locuted on the highways of the
country. Good roads, in the first
place are o benefli to every individual
in this big land of ours, If all roads
ure good, the people residing W their
immediate locality find it easier to get

A Macadam Road on the Prairie.

from place to place. The person mak-
ing & long cross-country tour finds
the Journey the jov he counted on and
not a rial, as it certainly I8 where
traveling Is bad. In the second place,
good roads Increase the value of prop:
orty—so real estate s benefited

And %o | could go on down the list
={he hotel man, the butcher, the
baker, all are benefited, elther directly
or indirectly, by good roads; and by
good roads 1 mean roads that permit
of foot or vehicular tratfe during all
seRions of the vear

Iimportant Duty to People.

The making of good roads is one
of the most important dutles of the
people and prompt repalr and
careful muintéenance Is  essential
Ihere 18 probably no subject in which
the progressive farmer is more deap-
ly Interested thun that of having
roads connecting him with his mar-
kets over which he must be able to
puul the greatest possible load. Good
ronds, like all other gesd things, are
wo expensive to bulld and of too
wuck value o be neglected

thelr

Washington May Be World's Capital of Fashion

ASHINGTON —PFPlans for the transferring of the dictatorship of the

world's fashions from Paris to Washington are under way, The Initial
movement toward making this ¢ity the style center of the universe has been
made by the chamber of commerce
through negotintions with the Amer-
fcan chamber of commerce at the
French capital; the proposition is now
to enlist the united efforts of mer
chanta in the scheme which might re-
ault In magnificent benefits to Wash-
ington,

The world war has dealt stun.
ning blows to modistes of France.
Coming with a suddenness that was
startling, the conflagration that was
destined to envelop the greater part
b of the carth’s inhabitants found the Parls firms overstocked. As a precaution
for self-protection, these same merchants now are focuging their attention
upon the seals of governments in the natlons that are not involved fn the
contiict, In their search they look to Washington, the capital of the faremost
neutral country, as the logical place from which to dispense the code that i
to govern the fashions during the years to come.

Restrictions in the matter of passports have served to turn back buyvers
from America who have annually made pllgrimages to Paris. The result is
that there is a more restricted aupply of forelgn fashionable goods here at
present than at any other time, when the fall fashions are supposed to be
attracting the attention of houses that cater to the elite,

While there Is no formal action by which the Capital of Fashion s trans-
ferred from cofty to city or nation to nation, a favorable answer from the

bitherto dictaters is all that is considered necessary for Washington to
agsume the position in the van.

Society Woman in.Washington Has a Pet Jaguar

OCIETY has explored some of the remotest corners of the world in quest

of unique decorations for milady, but Mrs. Hazel Wilson of this city enjoys
the happy distinetion of being the first member of the national capital’'s
‘smart set” to possess a real, live,
undomesticated baby Jaguar for a
chum and compatnion. To be sure, it
I8 only two months old, and no larger
than a big house cat, but it has a
formidable array of long. white, sharp
teeth encircling its jaws, small, piere-
ing, yellow eyes anl a very short tem-
per,

Although Mrs, Wilson and Beauty
have been frlends only a few weeks
the little wild pet seems to take his
captivity as a matter of course, and
has already made up his mind that Washington society {8 not such an un-
pleasant habitat. Beauty is nourished from “the bottle,” just as any other
baby would be, and if he does not grow up to be a decent, respectable Ameri:
can citizen he can blame his own jungle forbears—and what's more, he bas
been made to understand that if he digplays any of his vicious traits in the
presence of “company” his education will cease, his fair companifon wild
desert him, and he will be hurried off to the zo0o where less consideration
will be shown him.

At his owner's home |n the Thomas, Beauty is given the utmost freedom,
even to reclining in his mistress’ arms to receive the daily manicure and
bath, and when he is real nice he is allowed to accompany his benefactress
on her morning walks and drives. He showed the greatest delight one day
when the “movie man" arrived to chronicle his funny little antics.

At first, in true savage fashion, he tried to intimidate his audience, but
when he was told It was quite the proper thing for well-bred Americans to be
exploited in the “movies” he growled his approbation and blinked and
purred and somersatlted until the camera film was exhausted.

Beauty was captured in the wilds of Brazil before his eyes were open
and was sent to Mrs, Wilson by a friend.

Money Destroyed at Rate of $5,000,000 a Day

EDEEMED paper money with a nominal value of $1,641,131,111 in 377,264
188 pieces was dbstroyved by the treasury department during the fiscal
year ended June 30,

Officinls estimate the notes weighed 590 tons and that
about §5,000,000 worth was desiroyed
each day,

In 1865 only 70,000,000 pieces of
paper money with a nominal value of
$144,219.920 were destroyed. Regula
tions for the destruction of paper
money have recently been codified
and revised by the treasury depart
ment.

The government first issued paper
money in connection with the Civil
war finances, and Secretary Chase's
regulations were based upon the act
of congress of March 17, 1862, authorizing the secretary to prescribe the
mwethod of destroying notes unfit for circulation. Although changes in the
treasury department’s business have resulted in modification of practically
every procedure established by the original regulations, Secretary Chase's
order had never been abrogated or formally revised. There have been many
changes in practice, however, during the intervening vears, and muany of
them are not matters of record.

By Secretary McAdoo's orders these changes are now compiled and
brought up to date, with additional modifications as safeguards to meatl the
conditions of the present dav.

In Secretary Chase’s tlme paper money and securities were destroyed
by burning. Experience showed that this was not the safest plan in connec
tion with the destruction of distinctive paper, becauso it is difficult to burn
bundles of money, and undestroyed pieces may escape through the chimney.
KFor this reason the act of'\ June 23, 1874, authorized destruction by
maceration,

The destruction of these once valuable bits of paper has alwavs been
witnessed by jolut committees, This policy 18 continued in Secretary Me-
Adoo's order,

the

Eleven-Cent Stamp Is Now Sold by Uncle Sam

HE issuance of an 1l.cent stamp has been authorized by the postmaster
general and the post oMce department Is now prepared to supply stamps
of this denomination to postmusters. The new stamp will be used chiefly in
prepaying  postage on  parcels and
postage and insurance fee on insured - — '
parcels amounting to 11 cents ELEVEM CENT 5TAHP-S NOW
The local postage rate upon parcel .
post 18 11 cents upon parcels welghing
12 and 13 pounds. In the first and
gecond zones packages welghlng seven
pounds take 11 cents,
In the fourth zone, 11 cents I re
quired for two-pound purcels, and in
the seventh zone for onepound par

cele. The rate in the seventh zone for
11 pounds s $1.41. Hence it was
found tnat an llcent stamp would meet a widespread need and demand

Fostmasters desirning a suppiy of the new stamp may now
ar .

Ordinary stamp issues ndw embrace depominations from 1
vants, inclusive, and tive addivional—15 cents, 20 cents, 30 cents
#. The 11-cént stnmp oears the bead of Frauklin in profije
nEt, and ix printed in dark green ink.

muake requisition

cent tn 12
50 cents and
from Houdon #
it is ot the dime shape and size as

1€ olber orair ary gwumps




